2010 Census:  Be Counted!  
In March, every household in the United Sates will receive a Census questionnaire in the mail.  The 2010 Census form will contain only ten questions and will take less than ten minutes to complete.  It is vitally important that you accurately fill out your Census form and mail it back as soon as possible.

The primary purpose of the Census is to count every person residing in the country.  The Census is designed to provide a “snap shot” of our country’s population on April 1, which is Census Day.  The date provided by the 2010 Census will be used for a variety of important government and private sector functions, such as:

· Drawing state and local legislative districts and determining representation in the House of Representatives

· Planning for public safety, transportation, schools, land use, and more

· Distributing more than $400 billion in state and federal funding

To ensure that our Country residents receive the political representation and services to which we are entitled, it is critical that you return your Census form.

Safety and Confidentiality
The confidentiality of all information respondents provide is protected by federal law; the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including IRS, FBI, CIA, or any other government agency.  All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data; they risk a fine of up to $250,000 and jail time for breaking this oath.

The 2010 Census will only be sent via the mail; it will not be sent in an e-mail or posted for respondents to fill out online.  For reference purposes only, there is a copy of the Census form available on the Census website containing all of the Census questions.

The Census will never ask about the legal status of the respondent, or for information about credit card numbers, social security numbers, religion, or political affiliation.  However, the Census will ask for the respondent’s name, sex, age, date of birth, ethnicity, as they will appear on the Census form, please look online at

http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/interactive-form.php
Census takers may visit your residence if a Census form was sent to your address but was not returned.  They will never ask to enter the residence.  Census workers will carry identification cards with them.  If you are unsure as to whether someone is truly employed by the Census, you can call the local Census Office at 717-666-2130 to confirm this.

Changes to the Census
The most important change to the 2010 Census is the elimination of the “long form”.  In every Census year beginning in 1940, most households would receive a short form while a few households would receive a “long form”.  The long form was generally several pages in length and collected a variety of detailed socioeconomic data.  Based on the information provided in the long form, the Census Bureau then estimated characteristics information was thus only available every ten years.

The 2010 Census questionnaire will contain only ten questions and will require less than ten minutes to complete.  The more detailed “long form” will no longer be part of the decennial Census but will instead be part of the American Community Survey, a new survey that collects data every year but is sent to only a few households.
Employment Opportunities
The Census Bureau is hiring a large temporary workforce to ensure that the 2010 Census count is as complete and accurate as possible.  To learn more about available jobs with the Census, call the Lancaster Census Office at 717-666-2130, or toll free at 1-866-861-2010, or visit

http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/ 

Visit www.2010.census.gov 
